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Principal’s message
Our students participate in the National Leadership Summit
impact by reflecting on their hopes 
and plans for the future.

The leadership day was inspired by 
high level summits organised by 
the United Nations and focused on 
building leadership capabilities and 
unlocking the strengths of individuals 
and communities.

“I like that it was run by students” 
Corey said “It gave Student Leaders 
a chance to set goals as to what we 
want to achieve as a leader”. 

“It was great to learn from other 
schools and gain ideas on how we 
can develop our own leadership 
team”. Mikaela said, “We plan to stay 
in touch and share ideas about what 
works well at our school.”

As an outcome of the day Mikaela 
and Corey developed the following:

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
April 1  Adelaide 36ers visit

April 3 Good Friday

April 6 Easter Monday

April 7 Roundtables

April 10 Last day of Term 1

April 27 First day of Term 2

April 27 - May 1 Immunisations

April 27 - May 1 Year 9 camps

May 12 - 14 Naplan Year 9

Year 12 student leaders, Mikaela 
Doig and Corey Rosenzweig, took 
part in the largest fully student run 
National Leadership Summit hosted 
at St Peter’s College on March 13.

116 student leaders from across 33 
schools joined forces to determine 
their school’s vision, mission and 
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Victor Harbor High School Newsletter

Vision:
•Improve our school’s image in the 
eyes of the students, parents and 
the greater community
•Begin a leadership diary entailing 
what has and hasn’t worked
•Increase participation in events 

Mission:
•Create a positive view of student 
leadership within our peer group
•Promote school achievements 

Impact:
•Demonstrate and implement the 
changes we want to see
•Reward and encourage new ideas, 
good behavior and positive attitudes
•Collate student’s opinions, ideas 
and questions

Ms Amanda O’Shea
Principal

http://www.vhhs.sa.edu.au/


Sports Day 2015
Staff and students were greeted with cool and overcast 
conditions for our 2015 Sports Day, making it perfect for 
being involved in the day’s activities. Many hands were 
on deck early to help set up equipment and shades and 
by 8.30am the oval preparations were complete.

Many thanks to all Staff, Students and Parents who 
helped make the day a huge success.

As the students arrived it was clear that a great deal of 
effort had gone into many wonderful costumes and the 
oval came alive with a remarkable sea of color.

By the end of the fun and action packed day it was the 
blue team of Murray who were most vocal after taking 
out their third title in a row.

The final House scores were:

1st  MURRAY 1897 points

2nd  HINDMARSH  1616 points

3rd  FINNISS  1474 points

4th  INMAN  1441 points

Throughout the day students competed in a range of 
novelty and fun events including netball, egg throws, 
sack races, tug o’ war and a mega sack race.

In athletics there were some outstanding performances 
with history made as five records were broken:

U15 Boys 200m: Jake Tarca 26.67sec

U16 Boys Long Jump: Nathan Kreuger 5.70 mtrs

U16 Boys Shot Put: Ethan Page 10.96 mtrs

U19 Boys Relay: Murray (C. Steele, J. Davis, E. Reed, J. 
Schindler) 50.05 sec

U14 Boys Relay: Murray (M. Lippett, L. Costello, C. 
Vermlen, C. Steele) 55.74 sec

Individual athletic trophies went to:

Age Group Winner   Runner-Up
U14 Boys Marcus Lippett  Joel Harris
U14 Girls Ellie Huwart  Georgia Kraft
U15 Boys Jake Tarca  James Bradford
U15 Girls Tayla Bohnsack  Kiahna Sim
U16 Boys Tarik Illingworth  Nathan Kreuger
U16 Girls Samarah Hand  Tanisha Cox
U19 Boys Thomas Bonnes  Jack Weller
U19 Girls Natalia Leon Hoyas Kelsey Mitchell

Ken Puckridge
Sports Day Coordinator



100 Year Anzac Celebrations
Did you know the first Anzac Day celebrations in Australia were held in Adelaide!

This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of ANZAC Day 
celebrations, one of Australia’s 
most important national 
commemorations. 

Our Year 10 students have been 
researching World War 2 and 
Vietnam this term, learning about 
such atrocities as The Holocaust, 
the bombings of Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima, and the treatment 
of Australian Prisoners of War in 
Japanese concentration camps, 
amongst other things. 

The unit culminates with a focus on 
the development of the Declaration 
of Human Rights and visits to the 
local RSL. We would like to thank 
RSL President Dave Miller, Bob Suba 
and Dean Watson for giving students 
the opportunity to learn more about 
local wartime history. 

Students were given information 
on local servicemen and women 
in addition to a showcasing of 
memorabilia and Veterans stories.

Local Dawn Services

All students are invited to join us in 
showing our respect by attending an 
Anzac Day ceremony on April 25th: 

VICTOR HARBOR - arrive 5:30am for 
5:45am start, followed by a gunfire 
breakfast supplied by the Lions Club 
of Victor Harbor and Port Elliot.

GOOLWA - A dawn service will be 
held in the Memorial Gardens at 
6am, followed by a gunfire breakfast.

PORT ELLIOT - Dawn Service at 
6am followed by a sausage sizzle 
breakfast. All held at the Port Elliot 
War Memorial on The Strand.

See the list on Ms Leske’s door to join.

ANZAC Cove Dawn Service

Year 10 History student, Natasha 
Woods-Edwards, was lucky enough 
to win a competition to go over to 
Anzac Cove to celebrate the 100th 
year anniversary. 

Natasha will also lay a wreath on the 
schools behalf. Have a great time 
Natasha!

Thank you to all the fabulous young 
people for the respect you are 
showing! Lest We Forget.

Jen Leske
HASS Learning Area Coordinator

2014 graduates - where are they now?
Sam Byrne studying at the Australian Defence Force Academy
Each year 10,000 people apply to the 
Australian Defence Force Academy  
(ADFA) but only 320 are accepted. 
Following a gruelling application 
process including a number of 
defence interviews, medical 
assessments and psychological 
interviews, one of those accepted 
was Victor Harbor High School 
graduate Sam Byrne. 

In January of this year Sam and 
his family attended a swearing 
in ceremony in Adelaide prior to 
the ADF flying Sam to Canberra to 
undertake his five weeks of initial 
training. 

In February, Sam marched in the 
Chief of Defence Force Parade in 

Canberra signifying his entry into 
military life.

Sam will complete three years at 
the ADFA to obtain his engineering 
degree, then a further year at 
Duntroon to obtain his officer 
commission, followed by a final year 
at ADFA to obtain his honours. 

Sam then plans to work as a 
mechanical engineer within the 
Australian Army, which may involve 
deployment overseas.

Congratulations Sam, we wish you 
the very best for your future!

Leeanne Storr
Business Support Officer



Team Sailing at Meningie
Victor Harbor High School competes at Lake Albert

Victor Harbor High School has been 
involved in schools team sailing for 
over 20 years. We have represented 
our region very well over this time 
and have helped other schools in our 
area develop their own teams.
Recently, we entered a composite 
team into our Regional competition 
held on Lake Albert at Meningie 

Sailing club (March 13th and 14th). 
Our team came 6th, which is a very 
good result for such a young group 
of relatively new sailors. 

We had help from Ben Doley from 
PAC, who is a very experienced sailor, 
as well as our coaches Andrew and 
Jacob. We are all looking forward to 
competing in the state championship 

regatta in the April school holidays, 
also to be held at Meningie. Well 
done team and good luck for April. 

L-R: Amy Johnson, Stacey Gray, Ben 
Doley, Jake Brown, Nathan Cocker, 
Ella Kain.
Emma Brown
Coordinator: School Sailing

Riding Develops Abilities
On even school term Tuesdays, some 
students from the Unit attend horse 
riding at Morgan Park. Referred to as 
‘Riding for the Disabled’, this activity 
could be titled  ‘Riding Develops 
Abilities’.

Students enjoy the opportunity to 
form positive relationships with 
volunteer community members, 
as well as develop a healthy and 
positive respect for the horses they 
ride, and on some occasions groom.

This activity develops physical core 
strength, balance and coordination  
among riders, and empowers 
students with a purposeful sport and 
post-school option.

We were also delighted to hear 
about the recent Community Health 
Award presented to Sue Vincent (a 
serving member at Victor Harbor for 
over 17 years), that coincided with 
International Women’s Day and we 
send her our congratulatory wishes.

Dave Thomas
Coordinator: Special Needs



Bullying. No Way!
National Day of Action

Throughout Weeks 8 and 9, our 
students took part in a range of 
activities leading up to the National 
Day of Action against Bullying and 
Violence – “Bullying. No Way Day” 
on Friday 20 March. 

More than 890,000 students from 
over 1,950 schools participated 
across the country, sending a 
powerful message that bullying and 
violence are not okay at any time.

This year the theme centred on 
‘being reasonable and ethical online’, 
a good fit for us with our move 
towards BYOD. 

Students were encouraged to reflect 
not just on their own personal 
behavior online, but also the impact 
of cyber-bullying by others and how 

to stay cyber-safe in this world of 
increasing technology. 

Parents and students are encouraged 
to not let incidents of bullying and 
harassment go unchecked. Let’s work 
together to make our school a safe 
and positive environment for all. 

If you have concerns, please contact 
your student’s Mentor Teacher, 
Sub School Leader, or our School 
Counsellors. Please feel free to 
contact our Student Services team 
and they will assist you to get your 
concern addressed.  

For more information, visit the 
resources at http://bullyingnoway.
gov.au/parents/index.html
Adrienne Conley
Coordinator: Counseling & Partnerships

8E visit the police station
Civics and Citizenship
This term our class is studying Civics 
and Citizenship. We wanted to learn 
more on this interesting topic so on 
Wednesday March 11 the 8E class 
went to our local Police Station. 

Detective Brevet Sergeant Vince 
Gray greeted us and led us inside. 
We first went to the interview 
rooms where we met up with Senior 
Constable Matt Maclayross. The 
policeman chose some volunteers to 
be breathalysed and then detective 
Gray’s daughter Stacey got to wear 
handcuffs, so the policeman could 
show how they put them on.

We were taken to the cells where we 
went through the process of being 
arrested and we saw the computer 
where you get your finger print 
scanned. Zoe, one of the students 
got to try the old fashion way of 
getting your finger printed with ink. 

We were then allowed in the cells 
and while we were in the padded cell 
it was selfie time! 

After being locked away they finally 
let us out and so we went out to see 
the police cars and got shown the 
lights and sirens. We even got to sit 
inside the police van.

We next went inside and sat in 
the conference room and had 
questions answered. While this was 
happening we all got to try on the 
bullet proof vest. It was a wonderful 
learning  experience as we learned 
about the traffic laws, process of 
being arrested, what happens to 
people under eighteen if they get 
into trouble with the law, and that 
we really don’t want to be put in a 
situation which is on the other side 
of the laws.

Everyone had a great day filled with 
fun and laughter while also learning 
more on laws and information that 
will help us in Civics and Citizenship.
Tess Mitchell and Stacey Gray 
Students 8E

http://bullyingnoway.gov.au/parents/index.html
http://bullyingnoway.gov.au/parents/index.html


Meet our new International Students:

Welcome Karen!

Where do you come from?
I’m from the Agasawana Islands in Japan

Why did you choose to stay in Australia?
I am here in Australia to improve my English

What do you like to do at home?
I like to play football and hula

What do you like about Australia?
I think the sky in Australia is really beautiful, and I love the sea

What would you like to do in Australia?
I want to learn to surf and try a lot of new things here

What do you think of Victor Harbor so far?
My host family are very nice and I am looking forward to making new friends 

Where do you come from?
I’m from Bochum, Germany

What do you like to do at home?
I like meeting my friends, reading books and going to the gym

What do you like about Australia?
I like the warm weather, beautiful nature, and friendly people

What would you like to see in Australia?
I would like to go the the beach as much as I can because back home you can 
only dream of it!

What do you think of Victor Harbor so far?
I can already say that Victor Harbor was the right place to choose

Welcome Joline!

Welcome Sophie!

Where do you come from?
I’m from Aachen, a town in Germany right next to the borders of Belgium and 
the Netherlands

What do you like to do at home?
I like to make music, play the piano, sing in the choir. My other hobbies are 
fencing and photography.

Why did you choose to stay in Australia?
Since I was young I have wanted to travel to Australia because it has a lot of 
beautiful nature and unique fauna. I am also very interested in history and the 
Aborginal culture.

Why Victor Harbor?
I have always wanted to live at the seaside because I like to go swimming and 
surfing.





BO$$ Camp
Start you future. Like a Boss!

Introducing entrepreneurship to 
teenagers, BO$$ camp is being held 
at the University of South Australia 
on 16-17 April, 9am – 5pm each day.

Hear from inspiring speakers, work 
with amazing mentors, connect with 
entrepreneurs and most importantly 
have fun.  There is a huge prize pool 
worth thousands of dollars too!

If you make a quick video saying why 
you want to come and email it to 
scott@bosscamp.com.au then you 

George Main Road, Victor Harbor SA 5211
T 08 8551 1900   F 08 8551 1965   
E dl.0799_info@schools.sa.edu.au
W www.vhhs.sa.edu.au  
Find us on facebook

Keep us up-to-date
Please email us to share your 

news and successes or Old Scholar 
details and memorabilia. 

We’d love to hear from you.

Host families wanted
The opportunity to welcome 
a young person from another 
country into your home is a 
rewarding experience for all 

family members.  Please contact 
us to learn more about hosting an 

International Student.

Contact Us:   

and a friend could go for free thanks 
to our generous sponsor BDO.

A set number of tickets have also 
been discounted from $197 each 
to $37 each, due to the support of 
sponsors like the City of Adelaide, 
City of Salisbury, Adelaide Business 
Hub and the City of Onkaparinga.

Here is the link to register: http://
bosscamp.com.au/registernow/

Enter the promo code: ‘onkaparinga’.

Student absences
Please report absences by phone 

before 10am daily to Student 
Services on 8551 1912.

A diary note must also be 
provided to explain the reason for 

the absence.

Change of details
Remember, if you move or change 

any contact phone numbers or 
emergency details, please let 

Student Services know 
as soon as possible. 

Materials & Services
All M&S Charges are due by Fri 10 
April 2015, unless arrangements 

have been made.

School Card applications are 
available from our website and 

need to be applied for every year.

Please contact our Finance Officer 
Kathy Mathews on 8551 1900  for 

more information.

National History Competition
Are you passionate about History?

We would like to invite students 
who are in Years 8 or 10 and are 
passionate about History to enter 
the National History Competition. 

Prepared by the History Teachers’ 
Association and run in conjunction 
with The Giant Classroom, the 
competition is run this year on 27th 
May. It’s 45 minutes long, with 50 

multiple choice questions. Entry is $6 
per student and needs to be paid by 
Mar 31, registration is due April 2.

The focus of the competition is on 
skills and understanding. 

For more information go to www.
AustralianHistoryCompetition.org.au 
or see Mrs Mitchell or Ms Leske for 
more details. 

IT & BYOD Support
We’re here to help

If you need any help with your 
login, computer issues, or support 
in connecting to our BYOD network, 
Chris Sauer our Computing Support 
Officer is available in the IT Office to 
help students at the following times:

Monday, Thursday and Friday – 
10:30am to 11:10am

Tuesday - 10:30am to 12:00am

Wednesday – 09:40am to 11:10am

http://www.vhhs.sa.edu.au
http://bosscamp.com.au/registernow/
http://www.vhhs.sa.edu.au/materials-and-service-charges/
http://www.AustralianHistoryCompetition.org.au
http://www.AustralianHistoryCompetition.org.au

