
 
 
DIARY DATES  

 

 
DECEMBER 
12 Last Day of School for 2014 
 
JANUARY 2015 
26 Australia Day Public Holiday 
27 First day back to School 2015 
 
FEBRUARY 2015 
10  Acquaintance Night (Whole School) 
13  School Photographs 
 
MARCH 2015 
5   Sports Day 
6   Student Free Day 
 
 

 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

 

1. Student absences can be reported by    
     phone before 10am  daily to Student 
    Services on 8551 1912 or 8551 1913.  
 

2. A note must also be provided to   
    explain the reason for the absence. 

 

 

 

CHANGE OF DETAILS 

 

Remember, if you move or change any 
contact numbers please let Student Services 
know as soon as possible. 
 
George Main Road 
Victor Harbor  SA  5211 
 

T:   8551 1900 
F:   8551 1965 
E:   dl.0799_info@schools.sa.edu.au 
W:  www.vhhs.sa.edu.au 
 

CRICOS Provider Number:00018A 
 
Principal:  
Ms Amanda O’Shea 
 

Deputy Principal: 
Ms Fiona Haselgrove 
 

Senior Leader– Senior School/ICT: 
Mr David Bennett 

 

Senior Leader– Wellbeing: 
Ms Lindsey Cowper 

 

Business Manager: 
Ms Wendy Hayes 

 

Stage 2 Sub School Leader: 
Ms Jen Leske 
 

Stage 1 Sub School Leader: 
Mr Ian Milne 

 

Stage 1 Sub School Leader: 
Mr Simon Harris 

 

Middle School Sub School Leader: 
Ms Jody Peterson 

 

Middle School Sub School Leader: 
Mr Paul Loughhead 

       Term 4, Issue 12, 2014 

Principal’s Message 

The Year that was…. 
The staff, students (and their families) continue to respond to the change being asked of them in a positive way and the data for learning is showing this 
improvement. An example this year is the dramatic improvement in the school’s NAPLAN growth data. Another example is the highly professional 
Amphitheatre construction undertaken by the Flexible Learning Option’s (FLO) Construction team. The staff I lead are to be commended for their continued 
support of this community's young people. They are embracing different ways to engage and improve learning so that graduates from Victor Harbor High 
School leave us with the capacity to be successful global citizens. 
 
The school's Leadership and Management team along with Governing Council assist me to lead the school in a direction that benefits the diversity of students 
in our care.  There have been many successes and achievements on our way to being not just  a good school but a great  school. 
 
Congratulations to all students who received awards at the annual Presentation Night last week.  I acknowledge the generosity of the sponsors who continue 
to support the successes of our students; we are very proud of the contribution our young people make in the community. 
  
On behalf of the school community, I wish you all Season’s Greetings and a safe vacation period. 
                 
Amanda O'Shea 
Principal 

 

Information, Communication, and Technology (ICT) update….. 
The implementation of the BYOD project at Victor Harbor High School is nearly completed and we are very excited about rolling this out in Term 1 of 2015 . 
BYOD will assist the development of the 21st Century Learning Skills. The need to engage students in learning focussed on creativity, collaboration, critical 
thinking, problem solving, communication, media literacy, technology proficiency and digital citizenship is transforming the traditional classroom. 
 
It is highly recommended that students have their own device that can be used throughout the day as needed. The device needs to have a keyboard, be 
reasonably light, have a sensible size screen and a battery that lasts eight hours and should be modern enough to have a wireless card that has a minimum 
specification (a/b/g/N - 2.4 & 5 GHz). 
 
Generally most new devices should be able to work on the school’s BYOD network. The key to ensuring that a device will link to the school’s network will be 
the type of operating system that it uses and not what type of device that it is. 
 
To assist with your decision in purchasing a device that will be compatible with the school’s technology systems, families will receive a 
comprehensive information letter next week outlining the options. 
 

Parent Portal Option: 
Students can purchase a device through the laptop portal https://www.myschoolshop.net.au/#store/vhhs.   

 These devices are compatible with the school’s BYOD network.   
 The parent portal offers a range of choices starting at $739.44. Parents can purchase these outright or do this on a payment plan over 3 

years. This includes a 3 year warranty. The company providing this service is supporting our BYOD network and is not linked to the 
school for this service that they are providing.  Families can also purchase accidental damage and loss insurance. 

 These devices are higher quality and designed for business applications and not the home market.  

 
 
 
 
 
David Bennett 
ICT Senior Leader 

 

STUDENT COURSES AND TIMETABLES 

Students have been provided their courses – what subjects they are doing 
on which lines. These have been on display for senior students for a few 
weeks. Students have had the opportunity to book times to discuss 
requests. If a student is requesting a change of subject they will be given a 
form which requires a parent signature. Some years students have received 
their timetables in Term 4. Unfortunately timetables will not be available in 
Term 4 for a range of reasons. Student timetables should be available at 
fee collection days. 
 

If students wish to request changes there will be opportunities during the 
first week. Requests will be considered on an individual basis and will 
depend on numbers and pattern requirements. 

Fiona Haselgrove, Deputy Principal. 

MATERIALS & SERVICES CHARGE 2015 

Thank you to all parents/caregivers who promptly returned their 2015 
Materials & Services Charge Polling letters. 
Both polls were successful which means for 2015 the prescribed sum for 
M&S Charge will be as follows: 
 

 Year 8 and 9:  $550.00  
 Year 10, 11 and 12:  $595.00 plus any subject charges 
 

Tax Invoices will be sent to families in the new year along with information 
about our payment days & when the Uniform Shop will be open. 
Information about School Card will also be included with your invoice & all 
details regarding M&S Charges will be on the school’s website before the 
end of 2014. 
            Wendy Hayes, Business Manager. 

https://www.myschoolshop.net.au/#store/vhhs


Next year an amazing opportunity exists for students to camp out 
under the stars, like soldiers, and be a part of Camp Gallipoli. 
Camp Gallipoli is a not for profit organisation who is organising a 
unique camping event for students to participate in during school 
holidays between 24-25 April 2015.  Camp Gallipoli  is designed 
to engage students, educate and entertain then, camp under the 
stars (as did and do the our Troops) and only bring a sleeping bag 
or swag. The event promises to be educational, respectful and an 
unforgettably moving tribute to all Defence Personnel who have 
served and are currently serving.   
 
The event will include: Light Horse Procession; Documentaries; 
the lighting of the ANZAC Flame; a variety of performing Artists 
and on Sunday, the unforgettably moving Dawn Service. 
 
The Adelaide event costs $99 per person and will be held at the 
Morphettville Race Course.  Tickets are available for purchase 
through Ticketek.com.au and further information can be found at 
www.campgallipolli.com.au. 

The Australian and Torres Straight Islander Graduation Dinner 
was held at the Goolwa Function Centre on 20 November and 
was attended by students and teachers from our School and 
Goolwa and Victor Harbor Primary Schools.     

Our  Aboriginal Youth Action Committee MC’d the event and did a 
fantastic job speaking in front of such a large group.  Special 
guests included Nancy Bates and Tjimmari Sanderson-Milera. 

 

Mark Nethercott, Teacher. 

Old Scholar, Brian Schiller has won the 2014 Prime Minister’s 
Prize for Excellence in Science Teaching in Primary Schools. 
 

Brian is the nephew of former District Clerk of Port Elliot and 
Goolwa, the late Mr Ronald Wellington, and his wife, Thelma.  
After moving from the family farm in the Murray Mallee as a 15 
year old, Brian undertook Years 11 and 12 at our school.  He then 
worked for two years at the Victor Harbor District Council, before 
leaving the area to train as a teacher.  Brian still visits Port Elliot 
and Victor Harbor regularly. 
 

Nationally, a primary school and secondary teacher are honoured 
annually in the Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science.  Brian 
attended the official presentation 
ceremony at Parliament House on 
Wednesday the 29th of October, 
supported by family and colleagues.  
He was personally congratulated by 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  Ho n 
Tony Abbott, MP. 
 

Brian has also won a State 
Excellence in Teaching award, has 
been a finalist in the National BHP Billiton Science Teacher 
Awards and has been nominated for a number of Public 
Education awards.  Currently, he is a general classroom teacher 
at Seacliff Primary School in Adelaide’s South. 
 

Brian remembers his time at Victor Harbor High very fondly and 
recalls that he went through school with a particularly friendly and 
supportive group of class mates and tireless work from teachers. 
 

FOND FAREWELL 

To ensure we retain our heritage we are seeking items of 
school days gone by.  We are interested in receiving donated 
pre-2010 memorabilia, in particular school uniforms, report 
cards, school books and photographs  We are also interested 
in hearing from Old Scholars interested in volunteering their 
time to assist with our Old Scholar Program.  If you can help, 
please contact our Community Liaison Officer in the New 
Year via email at dl:0799_info@schools.sa.edu.au to register 
your interest. 

OLD SCHOLAR WINS PRIME MINISTER’S PRIZE ATSI GRADUATION DINNER 

Life in the Uni Lane is a program set up to show indigenous 
students the opportunities offered at University. 2014 Life in 
the Uni Lane was hosted by the Health Sciences Faculty at 
Flinders University. I had the pleasure of taking 7 Year 8-10 
students to the event with Nina Oughton (Youth Worker).  
The introduction was inspiring and a range of young people 
shared their experiences, why they decided to go to 
University and how they managed the transition. 
Student then participated in 3 sessions: Psychology, Nursing 
and Paramedics and were guided through a range of 
activities and talks that gave them excellent insight into these 
areas and the available pathways. Over the years this 
program has inspired many of our indigenous students to 
complete Year 12 and apply for university and our school will 
continue to offer this opportunity. 
 

Fiona Haselgrove, Deputy Principal. 

OLD SCHOLAR MEMORABILIA WANTED 

WINNERS ARE GRINNERS! 

For the second year in a row, our school has taken out the 
Fleurieu Zone Sport Achievement Award.  
 

This award is in recognition of our excellent results in a range of 
team sports played against other schools from the Fleurieu 
Region.  
 

Ken Puckridge, Sports Coordinator. 

This year we are farewelling a number of staff, some to 
retirement, others on leave for 2015 and some to new 
appointments after a substantial time at our school.  
 

We wish every happiness for the future to Rosalie Eckert, 
Richard Harrington, Chris Reid, Colin Sibly, Simon Harris, 
Chris Ramsey, Michael Anderson,  Tim Rodgers and Mark 
Lucas. 
 

Thank you most sincerely for your exemplary dedication at 
our School. 
 

Amanda O’Shea, Principal. 

LIFE IN THE UNI LANE 

With the temperature expected to reach the mid 30’s it was 
always going to be hot down at the foreshore beach 
volleyball courts. The only thing hotter than the weather was 
the volleyball skill on display throughout the Year 8/9 Zone 
Beach Volleyball Competition.  

Victor Harbor and Mt Compass both fielded 8 teams and 
Christies Beach fielded 4.  By day end there were 4 overall 
winners with Victor Harbor taking out both boys trophies and 
one girls trophy.  Christies Beach also won a girls trophy. 
 

Well done to all involved on an excellent day and a big 
thankyou to the 4 Melbourne Volleyball Squad members 
Ashley W, Cameron U, Lisa M and Jake C for officiating on 
the day. 
 

Ken Puckridge, Sport Coordinator.  

BEACH VOLLEYBALL SIZZLES AT FORESHORE 

CAMP GALLIPOLI 2015: 100 YEARS OF ANZAC SPIRIT 

YEAR 12 LAST DAY 

Getting a work/life balance is hard enough! Balancing the work/
fun aspects of the last day for Year 12 was tricky! Some students 
had finished all their subjects and wanted to use the last day to 
say goodbye and celebrate the end of school with their class 
mates, while other students needed to finish assignments and 
study for exams. We wanted the students to be safe and the 
school to be orderly. We looked at a number of ideas and decided 
to structure the day to meet the needs of everyone.  
 

It was classes as 
usual for Year 12 
until the first break. 
At recess we 
enjoyed cake and a 
dance party in one 
of the Art rooms 
o r g a n i s e d  b y 
mentor group 2MS.  
‘Best Dancer Prize’ 
went to Bridget B 
and Elle F with Ainslie C in a close second place.  A gourmet 
BBQ evolved at lunch with an elaborate range of salads and 
choice of meats and vegetarian options.  This was followed by a 
semi-formal ‘Pop – Up’ Graduating Ceremony for those students 
who were not able to attend the official Graduation and 
Presentation night on 3rd December.   
 

All Year 12 students respectfully enjoyed the day allowing the rest 
of our school to get on with ‘business as usual’.  The students had 
their last day finishing assignments, last minute appointments with 
teachers, studying for exams, dressing up, eating, dancing and 
autographing shirts. Warm wishes to the Year 12s of 2014. We 
hope the future brings opportunities and successes.   It’s not 
goodbye but rather: ‘See you later!’ Keep in touch!  
 

Maggie Savage, Year 12 Teacher.  

STUDENT VISITS SISTER SCHOOL 

Between 27 November and 14 December, Year 11 student Lani C 
is studying at our Sister School, SMAK Kesuma in Lombok, 
Indonesia and we were delighted to receive the following 
correspondence from Lani and wish her well for the remainder of 
her visit.  
 

"Kesuma is a really good school! From the moment I stepped into 
the school, I made friends! Along the school walls are pictures of 
the School's visits to VHHS. I did Indonesian all day and it was 
challenging but I got there in the end.  Today I was invited to an 
event at the Mataram Mall and they dressed me up in traditional 
clothes. It turned out I was part of a performance in 'Schools 
Olympics'." 
 

Reena Cavouras, Teacher. 

YEAR 12  HOODIES & RUGBY TOPS 
 

The 2015 Year 12 hoodies and rugby tops look fantastic.  We 
have a few of each still available for purchase, however, they 
do not have a nickname on the back.  Limited sizes are 
available.  Please contact Mrs Barker at the school to 
arrange a convenient time to pay for and collect either. 



Music students have enjoyed another high energy, exciting year. 
We presented two major concerts, one in May at the Gospel 
Centre and the big one in September at Goolwa Centenary Hall. 
Additionally, our musicians performed at a range of school 
assemblies and public events both in ensembles and as soloists. 
 
Congratulations must go to 
twelve of our senior 
s tuden ts  tha t  have 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e 
competencies required to 
achieve the VET Certificate 
II in Music. It is fantastic 
that they have achieved this 
n a t i o n a l l y - r e c o g n i s e d 
qualification and from doing 
so, they will also receive a 
significant number of SACE 
points. 
 
Over fifty of our school’s 
students have benefitted 
from specialist small group 
tuition provided through the 
DECD Instrumental Music 
Service in 2014. This is a 
great privilege and it is 
wonderful to see the 
students that make the 
most of their opportunities. 
 
School ensembles have 
wo r ke d  su cc ess fu l l y 
together throughout the 
year, rehearsing after 
school Mondays (Concert 
Band), Wednesdays (Vocal 
Ensemble) and Thursdays 
(Rock Band). We look 
forward to seeing these and 
other groups performing at 
school and community 
events throughout 2015! 
 

Kathy Coccetti, 
Music Teacher. 

Congratulations to both the Year 9 and Year 10 Girls Basketball 
Teams who made it through to the KO State Finals. 
 
Our year 10 girls coached by Paul Loughhead finished 3rd and our 
Year 9 girls who were coached by Mark Nethercott finished 5th 
overall. 

 
Year 10 Team Back Row L-R:  

Shanika B, Ashlyn M, Caitlyn R,   
Paul Loughhead (Coach) 

 
Front Row: Isabella B, Katie L, Tayla 

B, Chelsea W 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 Team Back Row L-R: 
Shanika B, Lara K, Tayla B,  

Caitlyn R, Georgia K 
 

Front Row: Cassey H,  
Rhiannon B, Kiahna S, Carlee D 

 
 
 
Competition was hot, as was the temperature inside the stadium. 
All involved can be very proud of making the State Finals and also 
in the way they represented themselves, our School and the wider 
South Coast Community. 

 

Ken Puckridge, Sports Coordinator. 

NGARRINDJERI LANGUAGE “NOT SLEEPING”! OUR BASKETBALL TEAMS MAKE STATE FINALS! 2014’s YEAR OF MUSIC 

SCIENCE EXCURSION TO SA MUSEUM 

The Year 10 Science classes went on an excursion to the SA 
Museum on Tuesday November 18th. The students were given 
an initial guided tour by the Museum staff and after that, they 
were able to explore the different exhibits for themselves. The 
focus of the excursion was on Evolution by Natural Selection and 
there were many examples of how animals and birds adapt to 
their environment through changing their physical attributes.  
 

Some of the exhibits that the students found most interesting 
were the skeletons of Australian megafauna, such as the 
diprotodon and marsupial lion, the model of the giant squid, the 
display of extinct Australian animals, the Douglas Mawson exhibit 
of his expedition to the Antarctic and the space suit worn by 
Adelaide-born astronaut Andy Thomas in the Space Station.  
 
The visit to the SA Museum was a great way to finish off the Year 
10 Science course. Thank you to the Year 10 Science teachers 
Rosalie Eckert, Michael Anderson and Esther Dudley. 

Weekly on Fridays, our School hosts Ngarrindjeri Language 
Elders, lecturers, students, interested community members, 
a local policeman and a church minister (pictured below) who 
have a general interest in, or are studying their Certificate III 
in Learning an Endangered Aboriginal Language or a 
Certificate IV in Teaching an Endangered Aboriginal 
Language. 
 
Phyllis Williams, Ngarrindjeri Elder, teacher and Certificate IV 
student enjoys the opportunity of passing on the Ngarrindjeri 
language and culture to everyone who has an interest in it.  “I 
love being with the people and sharing my knowledge and 
stories” said Phyllis.   

Since the Certificate courses inception in April 2013, 30 
participants have engaged in studies, together with 
numerous visitors along the way.  “The Ngarrindjeri language 
has never gone to sleep, there are still around 500 words still 
commonly used and we think there are about fifty local 
families who use it at home,” said Phyllis. 
 
On Friday 4 December the language class celebrated the 
achievements of 4 Aboriginal graduates receiving their 
Certificate III (Anita Wano-Sumner, Bindi Barker and Kelli 
Owen) and Certificate IV (Phyllis Williams). 
 

Mark Nethercott, Teacher. 

Over the weekend of Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd of 
November, more than 40 former students from the Year 12 
Class of 1989 gathered in Victor Harbor for their 25 Year 
Reunion. Old scholars travelled from Victor Harbor, Port 
Elliot, Goolwa and all over Australia as well as America, 
Thailand and Malaysia to attend the celebration. 
 
Mohammad Faisal, an exchange student in 1989, travelled 
from Malaysia to attend the reunion. This was his first trip 
back to Australia since his exchange but he remembers his 
time here fondly. He is now a senior government officer and 
it was learning English while here on exchange that set him 
up for success in his life in Malaysia. 

 
Former students participated in a ‘memory tour’ of the old 
school and were amazed at the change in the grounds, the 
improved buildings and its modern facilities particularly the 
presence of computers and the wireless internet throughout 
the school. 
 
A Saturday evening dinner at the Hotel Victor featured the 
sharing of stories from their time at school and their life 
since, and visits from four former teachers and 1989 
Principal Alan Field so that a great time was had by all and 
plans were made for a reunion at 40 years.      

Ian Milne, Teacher. 

GRADUATING CLASS OF 1989 REUNION 

TRACKING DOLPHINS IN ENCOUNTER BAY 

International students attending our school have the unique op-
portunity to undertake a senior course in Marine Studies. During 
this class, students go on boat trips in Encounter Bay, count seals 
on offshore islands, monitor flight paths of a sea eagle along the 
coastal cliffs, search for Common Dolphins, track Bottlenose Dol-
phins and enjoy the spectacular coastal cliffs and scenery.   
 

(Vanessa S pictured enjoying the dolphins) 
 
The local pod of Bottlenose Dolphins consists of around 20 indi-
viduals that swim a similar circuit over their home range each day. 
During this time, they hunt fish on the inshore reefs, explore their 
environment, swim actively offshore, interact with boats in their 
area and generally appear to have a good time, just like the stu-
dents who observe them on their boat trips. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(Pictured L-R: International Students, Line A and Vanessa S  
participating in the School’s Sailing Club) 

 
Our School community wishes international students, Line and 
Neele the very best for their future endeavors. We thank them for 
choosing our School and look forward to a return visit. 
 

Ian Milne & Reena Cavouras, Teachers. 



PRESENTATION NIGHT: 3 DECEMBER 

Our School’s 2014 Presentation Night which was attended by 400 guests 
was a warm and fabulous opportunity to reflect on a tremendous year of 
academic, sporting and social success. 
 

On behalf of Leadership and our Governing Council, we wish to 
congratulate all students on their achievements in 2014, including a 
special acknowledgment to: 
 

Year 8 Dux:  Georgia K Year 9 Dux:  Laura T 
Year 10 Dux:  Ella B Year 11 Dux: Mikaela D & Lisa M 
 

Encounter Bay Rotary Club: 2013 Dux of the School:  

Tayla D 
 

Lions Citizenship Award: 

Caitlin S 
 

Victor Harbor Rotary Club—Middle School Academic Award: 

Georgia K 
 

Victor Harbor Rotary Club—Senior School Academic Award: 

Mikaela D 
 

Caltex Best All Rounder—Sandy McKenzie Memorial Award: 

Jamie B 
 

Victor Harbor Rotary Club—Leadership Award: 

Sam B 
 

Lion’s Keith Dodd Memorial Sport and Service Award: 

Flo M 
 

Lion’s Chris Sporrn Memorial Literature Award: 

Ainslie M 
 

Fleurieu & Kangaroo Island Region VET Student of the Year: 

Jordie S 
 

Fleurieu & Kangaroo Island Region—Australian School-based  

Apprentice of the Year: Chloe M 
 

Fleurieu Health Services—Indigenous Student of the Year: 

Jake C 
 

Finding Workable Solutions (FWS) Successful Student of the Year: 

Rachel P 
 

Alexandrina Council Encouragement Award—Middle School: 

Monique H 
 

City of Victor Harbor Encouragement Award—Stage 1: 

Kayla W 
 

Australian Defence Force Long Tan leadership and  

Teamwork Award—Year 10/11: Kira A 
 

Australian Defence Force Long Tan Leadership and  

Teamwork Award—Year 12: Jake C 
 

Mike Shallow Memorial Music Award—Junior: 

Chanelle J 
 

Mike Shallow Memorial Music Award—Senior: 

Jasmine P 
 

VHHS Governing Council—FLO Students of the Year: 

Nathan T & Jamie W 
 

MAYO Leadership Award: 

Madison T 
 

Principal’s Community Partnership Award 2014: 

Carol M 

(A complete list of academic awards is available in the 2014 Yearbook.) 

VHHS acknowledges the support of the following sponsors:  
Alexandrina Council; Australian Defence Force (ADF); 
Caltex Australia; City of Victor Harbor; DECD Fleurieu 
Partnership; Finding Workable Solutions (FWS); Gaynor 
Shallow; HSF&KI Community Heath Service; Jamie 
Briggs MP MAYO; Lions Club of VH & PE; Rotary Club of 
EB; Rotary Club of VH; and VHHS Governing Council. 


