
2016 DUX of the School Speech – Kira Adams 
Victor Harbor High School 
 

I’d like to thank Victor Harbor High School for inviting me back to accept this award. I’m sorry that 

I’m unable to make this speech myself. I would have loved to be here in person to speak to the 

teachers and staff that helped shape not only my year 12, but also my five years of high school.  

But as it’s the 29th of November, I’d guess that right now I’m in Siem Reap, Cambodia, either horse 

riding through rice fields with my 2 best friends (as we planned), or if the weather doesn’t permit 

it, just lying in a hammock like I am right now while writing this speech. Either way, it’s something 

that I never would have guessed I’d be doing a year ago when I was sitting at my graduation 

ceremony as a year 12 student. 

So, Year 12 was hard. I’m sure the year 12’s here tonight know what I mean when I say that I’d 

never want to do it again. There were definitely times when I felt lost and doubted myself, but 

looking back now, I’m extremely proud of the way I persevered with the challenges that each of 

my subjects brought, and I’m so thankful for the opportunities that I was given. It wasn’t until 

afterwards that I realised just how much my friends influenced my year 12. I made so many 

amazing memories with my friends last year that I’ll keep with me forever, and I know that I 

wouldn’t have been able to complete my Stage 2 if I weren’t sharing the experience with them. I 

also know that I couldn’t have achieved what I did in 2016 without the knowledge and 

understanding of my teachers and of course the unwavering support from my family. For the year 

12’s graduating on Friday, after you’ve got through the post-schoolies recovery period, I hope you 

take the time to be incredibly proud of yourself for a while. Completing year 12 really is a mile 

stone, and for me it marked the beginning of a whole new chapter. 

I wasn’t sure what to expect on the other end of high school life. When I finally got my ATAR I was 

genuinely shocked by the digits on my laptop screen. Dad couldn’t believe it, mum cried, my 

friends and I ate maccas on the beach to celebrate and we thought to ourselves… well what now? 

The first thing I learnt is that your ATAR in no way defines you. That might sound like a lame quote 

you’d find on a laminated poster in the senior school building, but it’s honestly true. It was my 

ticket into the uni course I wanted, but beyond that it’s just a number, and no one at uni has ever 

asked me what mine was. So if you are as lucky as I was and you get the numbers you want, then 

that’s amazing, but if you don’t then just remember that there are so many ways to be accepted  
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into a Uni course or follow a career path if it’s what you really want and you’re willing to work for 

it. 

The second thing I’ve learnt is that there’s no one right path to take after school. I always kind of 

thought there was a singular method to success after school and it’s easy to think that because 

we’re so used to doing the same thing as everyone else our age, running through one grade after 

the other. We’ve done that since the age of 5. But there are so many open doors and challenges 

and choices to make after year 12 that make everyone’s journey unique. For instance, this year I’ve 

been studying a Bachelor of Business (Advanced Leadership and Marketing) at Flinders University. 

So far this has involved exploring the topics of economics, accounting, management and 

innovation to name a few. I was unsure about it at first but I decided to stick with it and for the 

most part I’m loving it. I’m still living with my family in Victor, I work part time teaching dance at a 

local dance school and I commute to uni three days a week. For me, the lack of contact hours my 

course had compared to school, as well as a whole new level of independence I was given was a 

shock to the system and took a bit of getting used to. 

But not one person I know from the class of 2016 has had exactly the same experience as me this 

year. 

Lots of my school friends are now, like me, completing their first year of uni doing the course that 

was their first preference: some are completing stepping stone programs that will lead to their 

preferred course; many opted to work or travel or even work overseas for the year and some of 

my friends completely changed their degree early on or opted to defer and will begin studying 

again next year. My point is, from here on out it’s not school, it’s life and there’s no one right way 

to do it. 

In terms of finding the degree or path for you, I can only say that it’s okay to be unsure about what 

you want and it’s okay to change your mind, because you’ll never know for sure if it’s right for you 

unless you try it. 

Finally, the third piece of advice I would give to anyone embarking on the year after year 12, is to 

say ‘Yes’ and say ‘Hi’. As in say yes to the opportunities, and say hi to that potential friend, 

especially early on. I’ve met so many amazing people at uni and you meet new people every day, 

but at the same time it would have been really easy for me to keep to myself, especially living so 

far away.  
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So when ‘O’ Week came around I decided to go to without taking a friend, and it was the best 

decision I ever made, because within the first day, after plucking up the courage to say hello to a 

random girl in my orientation session, I’d met my new best friend, and less than a month later we 

went to a Flinders business mixer event together where we met the rest of our uni squad. It’s 

moments like these where taking yourself out of your comfort zone can be extremely rewarding. 

I’m told my little brother might be reading part of this so that’s definitely what he’s doing right 

now, Good onya Jesse. 

So once again thank you very much to VHHS for this award, my best wishes to the class of 2017 for 

the future and I hope you all have a good night. 

Thank you very much. 

 

Kira Adams 

 


