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Dear Student and Family,

Welcome to Victor Harbor High School
Thank you for making the decision to enrol with your local public school. Victor Harbor High School students, staff and 
families extend a warm welcome. We are proud to offer the personalised learning of a small school with the curriculum 
richness of a larger school. 

Our School Purpose Statement 
At Victor Harbor High School we challenge all students and staff to achieve their personal best and enhance wellbeing in an 
optimistic, innovative environment so we can better contribute to our futures and our local and global communities.

Our School Values
The following values guide every part of our school’s culture, relationships, teaching and learning practices. At Victor Harbor 
High School we promote Respect, Integrity, Perserverance and Creativity.

We look forward to sharing the journey of secondary education with your family.

Amanda O’Shea
Principal
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School Houses
When joining Victor Harbor High School, all students are assigned to a House 
team where they compete every year in first term at Sports Day.

The four different houses are:

• MURRAY

• HINDMARSH

Leadership Executive 
Team
The Leadership Executive Team  includes:

Principal 
Amanda O’Shea 

Deputy Principal: Whole School Curriculum
Adrienne Conley 

Assistant Principal: ITC & Pedagogy
David Bennett 

Assistant Principal: Intervention & Support
Lindsey Cowper

Business Manager
Kate Burdett 

Student Leadership

All students are encouraged to develop their leadership skills and let their voice be heard as part of our Student Leadership 
Team. Being elected to represent your peers is a prestigious position in the school and allows you to have influence on school and 
community based decisions.

Student Leaders represent their year level and participate in a range of leadership activities and programs that support students and 
the community. They also take a primary role in co-ordinating and organising activities which help develop school culture.

Student Leader are expected to:
• be ambassadors who embody the school values
• be approachable, reliable and trustworthy with high expectations of themselves and others
• publicly speak – including introducing guest speakers, assemblies and other functions
• work with students, teachers, parents and the community
• ensure their year level’s voice is communicated
• take an active role in the school community
• provide input into school decisions
• join committees and groups throughout the school

• FINNISS

• INMAN



Curriculum
We aim to build the curriculum around the needs and aspirations of each individual student.

In the Middle School (Year 8 and 9) all students complete a set curriculum in Year 8 that provides them with a taste of all of the 
required learning areas. In Year 9 students are provided with choice for some of their subjects and are able to select more specialist 
courses in areas of interest. In both year levels students are able to select to be part of our Specialist Arts or Special Sport - AFL 
Pathway Mentor groups.

When students enter the Senior School in Year 10 they select curriculum options that build towards individual interest and 
learning goals and are based upon interests, skills and strengths.  Once completed successfully the student is prepared for further 
involvement in that pathway when they leave school.  Curriculum options are designed to support students future career choices, be 
these: direct entry to University, pathways to apprenticeships, employment or further education at TAFE.

Victor Harbor High School’s innovative approach to senior secondary education allows students entering the senior school in Year 10 
to be able to access SACE subjects through our vertically integrated timetable structure.  This means that students who are ready are 
able to select subjects from higher year levels.  The subjects that a student selects are determined by their chosen pathway, any pre-
requisites that exist and their personal readiness for particular subjects. 

Mentor Groups
At a Middle School level, students remain as a Mentor group through Year 8 & 9, often with the same Mentor Teacher. This model 
enhances the relationship between school and home, and allows student learning to be closely monitored and supported.

In Senior School, students are placed into mentoring groups with others who have selected similar curriculum.  Each mentoring 
group is led by a teacher who provides students with knowledge and experiences that further their understanding of future 
pathways beyond schooling.

Lesson Times
  8:50am  Lesson 1
  9:40am  Lesson 2
10:30am  RECESS
10:55am  Student Mentoring
11:10am  Lesson 3
12:00pm Lesson 4
12:50am  LUNCH
  1:35pm  Lesson 5
  2:25pm  Lesson 6
  3:15pm  DISMISSAL



Student Wellbeing
Student wellbeing is central to learning.  During your time at Victor Harbor High School we will make sure that you are feeling 
supported. We do this because we understand that if you are feeling good about yourself and confident about what you are doing 
then you will be able to concentrate more on your learning and be successful at school.

Student Services
Student Services is the starting point for a lot of our support services. Here you can find people who will help you around a range 
of issues. We have Counsellors who you can talk to if you feel you need someone to discuss anything with. We have a VET SACE 
Coordinator who is an expert in the area of work including apprenticeships, traineeships and generally any information you need 
about your future pathways. Student Services also provides support for the more simple things in life like first aid and phoning 
home if you need to. You can get the information you need about things like Bus Passes, where to find teachers and some of that 
information you really need especially if you are new to our school.

Doctor on Campus (DOC)
If you or your family feel you need some extra support with your wellbeing we have our DOC Program. We have a visiting Doctor and 
Psychologist who can give students expert professional help around your mental health (for example anxiety and depression).

Nunga Room
Another area of support is the Nunga Room for our Indigenous Students. An Aboriginal Education Coordinator and Aboriginal 
Secondary Education Transition Officer (ASETO) are there to offer programs, advice and support for you and your family. If you are 
Aboriginal, someone will get in touch with you once you start here and let you know how you can get any support you need.

Intervention and Support
If you have difficulties with your school work we have an Intervention and Support team located in the Wave Room. The Wave Room 
provides tailored support to help all students achieve growth. Learning is further supported by our Specialist Literacy and Specialist 
Numeracy staff who provide individualised programs and interventions.

Special Education Sub School
We usually know before you arrive if you have had support at your Primary School and we work hard to make sure that you get 
support here quickly and quietly. Our Special Education Sub School provides a supportive environment with learning tailored to 
student needs. Please make sure you see your teachers who will get you all the support you need and deserve.

Flexible Learning Options (FLO)
The school recognises that some students require a more individualised approach to learning and are facing a complexity of issues 
that the school cannot fully address. As a result VHHS has established an offsite facility, FLO, that compliments and expands on 
mainstream services in a more flexible and creative environment. In conjunction with life skills and wellbeing development, the FLO 
program offers SACE subjects including: literacy, numeracy, PLP, Art, Music, Duke of Edinburgh, Community Studies and Research 
Project. The FLO program also assists students to identify and develop a realistic learning/work plan for their future through an 
explicit career development and case management service. These services will assist students to access other accredited learning 
opportunities through TAFE and/or other VET courses that are specific to their career goals. The FLO program is resourced with a 
multidisciplinary team that has qualified educators (either Teachers or Trainers) and case managers with clearly defined roles that 
reflect the expertise of both professions.

Extra-Curricular Activities
VHHS offers a range of extra-curricular activities and programs including:

• Student Leadership
• Volleyball  
• Surfing
• Sailing
• Knockout Sports

• Sustainability Group
• School Concert Band
• Instrumental Music Lessons
• Makerspaces in the Research Centre
• School Musical



Bring Your Own Device (BYOD)
BYOD allows students to bring their own computing device to all of their classes. Students can bring a device of their choice (laptop, 
tablet etc) and connect to the school network and have free access to Office 365.

The advantage of a BYOD strategy is that it provides students with the flexibility of having their own device, one with which they are 
comfortable and familiar and suits their home requirements. All students are highly encouraged to have their own Accidental Theft 
and Damage Insurance.

Please refer to our school’s Information and Communications Technology (ICT) brochure for more information.

Daymap
Daymap is a web-based learning management system that provides students and families with real time information about 
timetables, attendance, assessment tasks, marking of summative work and student reports. 

Daymap is accessible 24/7 from anywhere with internet access. It’s a secure system which requires a unique username and 
password. Parents can access Daymap through the Parent Portal available from the front page of our school website 
www.vhhs.sa.edu.au

Office 365 & OneNote
Students are able to download a free copy of Office 365 onto their device. This gives them access to a 1 TByte One Drive storage 
account. OneNote Class Notebook will be used by teachers to collaborate and deliver teaching resources to students.

Digital Citizenship & Office 365 Agreement
All students are required to sign these documents to be able to use our network and download their free copy of Office 365.

IT Support
If you need any help with your login, computer issues or support in connecting to our BYOD network, please see the helpful staff in 
the IT office in the Heritage Building at any time throughout the school day.

Research Centre
The Research Centre Staff are more than happy to assist you with your research questions, computer and printing needs. We have a 
vast array of digital and print resources to meet your research and leisure needs.

Resources and services include fiction and non-fiction digital and print books, online databases and encyclopaedias, including 
ClickView (educational documentaries and movies), AV Equipment and printing facilities. During lunch we have various makerspaces 
activities to partake in, including: Minecraft, Claymation, Coding, Colouring, Board Games and Henna.

Opening hours are from 8.45 am - 10.30 am, 10.50 am – 12.50 pm, and 1.00 pm – 3.15 pm.
On a needs basis Thursday after school from 3.30 – 5.30 pm.



Communication
Daymap
Through Daymap, students, parents and staff can easily send and receive messages, customise and view calendars, view lesson 
attendance, assessment tasks, reports and complete excursion forms and payments. 

School App
VHHS has a free app, allowing you to receive information instantly and directly to your smartphone. From your mobile device, go to 
the App Store (iPhone / iPad OR Google Play (Android, search for School Stream and download the app to your phone.

Latest News
Latest School News is published on our website and app as it occurs, and is available here: https://www.vhhs.sa.edu.au/news 
News on our website contains information about coming events, student achievements, school directions and key dates.

Roundtables
Students at all levels have the opportunity to take part in Roundtable appointments where they present their learning to their family 
members and Mentor Teacher. This discussion is led by the student, facilitated by the mentor and encourages family contributions.

Reports
Parents are kept updated on student progress via a regular cycle of checks and reports that are available on Daymap for both 
students and parents to view. As a school we provide continual assessment with all teachers providing feedback and grading on 
individual tasks on Daymap throughout the year.
Written Reports with supporting teacher comments are produced for every class at the end of each semester (end Term 2 and 4). 

SMS
Families also receive sms messages from the school regarding key coming events and student attendance. If you move or change 
any contact phone numbers, please let Student Services know as soon as possible to ensure your details are up-to-date.

Facebook
Students and families can also access news from the school through our Facebook page.

Uniform
By choosing to attend Victor Harbor High School, students are choosing to follow the school’s Uniform Policy. 

VHHS uniforms are available from Totally Workwear, 1A Lincoln Park Drive, Victor Harbor. 
Please refer to the School Uniform Guide for more information.



School Map

Reporting Absences
Please report absences to the school before 10am by phoning 
Student Services on 8551 1912.

Any questions?
If you have any questions about starting at Victor Harbor High 
School, please don’t hesitate to contact our friendly Student 
Services team on 8551 1912 or email us at: 
dl.0799_info@schools.sa.edu.au
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